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 THE  P IPELINE  

 

 

 

M O N D A Y ,  M A Y  1 7 ,  2 0 1 0  
H O U S T O N  C H A P T E R  P R O G R A M  

 
6 P M  D I N N E R ,  7 : 0 0 P M  P R O G R A M  

A N T H E M  R E A D I N G  S E S S I O N  A N D  U S E D  M U S I C  S A L E  
C H R I S T  C H U R C H  P R E S B Y T E R I A N ,  5 0 0 1  B E L L A I R E  B L V D . ,  7 7 4 0 1  

Make reservations by May 12 by calling David Henning (713-985-3820)  
or emailing him at <dhenning@stmartinsepiscopal.org>.  

 
 We are all looking for some new music for our choirs. Bring some of your favorite anthems for 
others to sing through and hear. Just call or email Sondra Tucker with the title, composer, voicing and 

publisher of your favorite anthems, then bring at least 30 copies of each work to the meeting on May 17. 
In case of duplicates, first to call gets the right to it.   

 If you have any used music to be sold, bring it for perusal during the dinner hour. You will need 
to predetermine the price you are asking for the music. This could be organ, keyboard, vocal – just about 

anything of interest to organists and church musicians. 

Dear Friends, 

 

  Easter is in our rear-
view mirrors and spring is 
upon us, with all the discipline 
it demands for our personal, 
professional, and spiritual 
lives. Thanks to Board Mem-
ber Ken Axelson and the con-
gregation of St Thomas Epis-
copal Church for hosting 
Diane Meredith Belcher for 
the April program, a fine op-
portunity to hear a marvel-
ously varied program on St. 
Thomas’ C. B. Fisk organ op. 
101. 

 
 In this busy time 
(when is it not a busy time?),  
I encourage you all to come 
out for the member-led choral 
reading session on May 17 at  

Christ Church Presbyterian in 
Bellaire. The event is detailed 
elsewhere in this issue and 
also features an opportunity 
to sell (and buy!) used music.  

 

 You know, I have 
come to realize that I am not 
a very original person. In 
teaching music appreciation 
classes at the college, I find it 
easy just to rely on the lesson 
plans that come with the in-
structor’s web-site. Having to 
write a monthly column for 
The Pipeline  is a struggle, for 
finding something new and 
different to say (much less 
inspiring) is hard! Planning 
music for the various services 
at the church, I find I can eas-
ily fall back on the tried and 
true.  

After all, the scripture les-
sons repeat every three 
years. Why can’t the music? 
But I realize that congrega-
tions thrive on a balance of 
the new and the old. So the 
May meeting will be a great 
time to expand your horizons 
and learn a new piece, per-
haps. In fact, any time that 
our group gathers, ideas are 
sure to be exchanged which 
may help you in your work, 
whether you direct a choir, 
play an organ, teach, or just 
sit on a committee at a 
church or school. So let me 
urge you to become more 
active in participating in our 
programs, starting with the 
May meeting. 

 

        Jackson Hearn 

APRIL PROGRAM  
 

We are delighted to announce that Diane Meredith Belcher  
will be presented in concert on Friday Evening,  April 16, at 7:30 p. m.  

at St. Thomas Episcopal Church,  
4900 Jackwood at Endicott in Meyerland. 
There will be NO dinner meeting beforehand. 
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R E C O G N I T I O N S  

I N S T R U M E N T S  F O R  S A L E  

MAKE  AN OFFER!  
Fantastic Johannus Opus 20 digital organ with 34 American Classic, 34 Baroque stops and five supplemental Infiniti 
speakers, including a powered subwoofer for full rich sound.  Call Stephen Fenberg at 979-553-3306. 

O P E N  P O S I T I O N S  
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church is seeking a Choir Director for its Parish Choir.  The successful candidate will have exten-
sive experience in the presentation of sacred music in a large church setting.  St. Martin’s Church is a parish of 8300 
members.  St. Martin’s Parish Choir consists of 92 members including volunteers and 24 staff singers.  If you are inter-
ested in this part-time position please contact Dr. David Henning, Director of Music and Organist, at  
<dhenning@stmartinsepiscopal.org> or Ph. 713.985.3820. 
 
Part-time Organist/Accompanist position at the  Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, located at  4881 W.       
Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands, TX  77381.  Ph. 281-363-2040. <http://www.wcpc-tx.org/>.  Send resume to Beth 
Thompson, Director of Music Ministries at <bthompson@wcpc-tx.org>. 
 
Strawbridge United Methodist Church in Kingwood is searching for an organist to play two traditional services on Sunday 
morning (8:30 and 11:00 AM) with one Wednesday evening rehearsal at 7:00 PM.  Please contact Richard Aslanian at 
<raslani7@aol.com> or Ph. 254-749-6305 (cell)  281-713-2394 (land line). 
 

To place an ad for an open position in The Pipeline, contact Marshall Maxwell   
<marshall@marshallmaxwell.com>  832.746.7672 

Robert Simpson. SMM, AAGO, ChM.  Title of Canon for Music, conferred November 8, 2009 by the Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle, 
Bishop of Texas.  Simpson is the first organist-choirmaster in the diocese of Texas to receive this honor while still active.  
He has been at Christ Church Cathedral in Houston since 1993 and is a lecturer of church music at the Shepherd School 
of Music and Rice University.  He is the artistic director of the Houston Chamber Choir.  
 
Organist Joby Bell recently played recitals at Presbyterian College in Clinton, S.C. and Appalachian State University in 
Boone. N.C., that included the world-premier performance of the humorous “Three Floral Preludes” by Daniel Gawthorp.  
Read the articles at  "Pipings."  The American Organist.  April 2010: 54, 56. Print.  

H O U S T O N  M E M B E R S  A T T E N D I N G  N A T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  

2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  C H A P T E R  E L E C T I O N S  

So far we have confirmations from Jackson Hearn, David Henning, Clyde Holloway, Marjorie Rasche, and Alison Tyler that 
they will be in attendance at the convention. Surely there must be others? Won’t you let us know? If you are willing to 

publish your name as an attendee, either e-mail the editor at <mariesse.samuels@gmail.com>  or call Jackson Hearn at 
281.358.3154, x 114. 

 
It isn’t too late to register! Find all the details at the convention website: <www.ago2010.org> 

Register today to reserve your spot!  July 4-8, 2010 – Be There!  

Voting Members will find enclosed in this mailing an addressed post card ballot for the 2010-2011 calendar year. The 
proposed ballot was mailed out in the March Newsletter with requests for additional nominations to be mailed to the 
secretary, in accordance with National Guidelines. No additional nominations were received, so the voting will com-
mence. Mailed ballots must be received by May 17, or can be delivered at the May Meeting. The new officers will be in-
stalled at the opening meeting in September. 
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E V E N T S  

Sunday 

April 18 

3:00 pm 

LYRA, Russian Vocal Ensemble from St. Petersburg 
Presented by the Religion and the Arts Council of Christ Church Cathedral  
Christ Church Cathedral - Latham Auditorium 
1117 Texas Avenue, Houston, TX 
Information: 713.977.1957  No admission charge– suggested donation  $15.00 

Saturday 

April 17 

7:00 pm 

Inaugural Recital on Paul Fritts Op. 29 
Matthew Dirst, Organist 
St. Phillip Presbyterian Church 
4807 San Felipe (at Loop 610)  Houston, TX 77056 
<http://www.frittsorgan.com/opus029.htm>;  <www.saintphilip.net> 

Tuesday 

April 20 

7:30 pm 

Houston Chamber Choir— Bach in the Saddle Again 

An Evening with P.D.Q. Bach and Professor Peter Schickele  

Including the Knock, Knock Cantata, The Ground Round and the Liebselieder Polkas 
Cullen Theater—Wortham Theater Center 
500 Texas Avenue, Houston, TX 
<www.houstonchamberchoir.org>  Tickets:  713-974-1253 

Sunday 

May 2 

10:15 am 

Christ Church Presbyterian Chancel Choir and Orchestra 
Mass No. 2 in G, Franz Schubert 
5001 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, TX 77401 

Sunday 

May 2 

6:00 pm 

 

Bach Choir & Orchestra • Albert LeDoux, Director  
Bach Vespers     Bach: Bleib bei uns, Cantata BWV 6 and other works 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Blvd., Houston, TX 77005 
713-523-2864  <www.bachsocietyhouston.org> 

Sunday  

May 2 

7:00 p.m. 

MDPC Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra, Charles Hausmann, Conductor 
The Creation, (Joseph Haydn) 
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
11612 Memorial Drive, Houston 77024 
Free admission  713-782-1710  <www.mdpc.org> 

Sunday 

April 18 

4:00 pm 

Concert of Music for Brass and Organ 
Phillip Kloeckner, Organist and Members of the Shepherd School Brass Ensemble, Marie Spe-
ziale, Director. 
Music of Gigout, Widor, Karg-Elert, Carlyle Sharpe, Daniel Pinkham, and Gabrieli 
The Shepherd School of Music.  Rice University.  Edythe Bates Old Recital Hall 
Entrance 18, Rice Blvd., or Entrance 8, University Blvd.  
Free Admission (Credit Card necessary to park in the Alice Pratt Brown Lot) 
<www.phillipkloeckner.com>;  <www.parking.rice.edu/visitors.com> 

Friday 

April 23 

7:30 pm 

Frederick Swann, Organist 

25th Anniversary of Schantz Organ 

Grace Presbyterian Church.  10221 Ella Lee, Houston, TX 77042 
Free admission with reception to follow.  713-267-5031  <www.houstonsgrace.org> 

C H E R I N E  T R O X E L L  O R G A N  C O M P E T I T I O N   
 
The Cimarron Chapter’s 2010 Cherine Troxell Organ Competition will be held on Saturday, May 15 at First Christian 
Church in Stillwater, OK. First place winner receives a $300 prize. Second place receives $200. The competition is open 
to any organist with fewer than four years of college-level organ study. For information, contact Rebecca te Velde:  
<rgtevelde@brightok.net> or 405-624-2612.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Jackson Hearn, Dean 
281.358.3154 
jacksonhearn@ 
goodshepherdkingwood.org 
 
David Henning, Sub-Dean 
713.985.3820 
dhennng@stmartinsepiscopal.org 
 
Sondra Tucker, Secretary 
281.531.4245 
sondratucker@gmail.com 
 
Don Frank Hermanson, Treasurer 
713.621.8304 
hermansond@sbcglobal.net 
 
Robert C. Bennett, Auditor 
713.668.0884 
rcbenneto@att.net 
 
Sue Ofield, Auditor 
713.723.8939 
piosso@att.net 
 
Members-at-Large 
2010  
John Gearhart 
Jeff Hoover 
Crista Miller 
 
2011 
Ken Axelson 
Emily Borling 
Paul Butt 
 
2012 
Lois Gurney 
John Meier 
Daryel Nance 
 
Pipeline Editor 
Mariesse Samuels 
713.869.6198 
mariesse.samuels@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster 
Sondra Tucker 
281.610.4422 
713.667.7583 (fax)
sondratucker@gmail.com 
 
Open Positions 
Marshall Maxwell 
marshall@marshallmaxwell.com 
832.746.7672 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

The Houston Chapter is on FACEBOOK.  
Facebook group "Houston Chapter American Guild of Organists" 

To subscribe to weekly e-mail, “This Week in Organ and Choral Music”, send an e-mail to  
<HoustonAGO@aol.com>.  This is also the address to use to publicize upcoming events in 
the Houston organ and choral scene.  Deadline is Tuesday before the Wednesday mailing.   

Our website, <www.ago-houston.org> is constantly being updated.   
Please check the site for updates, links, and other news, and  

send submissions to Sondra Tucker at <sondratucker@gmail.com>.   
Concert listings sent to <HoustonAGO@aol.com> for The Pipeline and weekly e-mail  

will also be listed on the website.  

I N T E R N E T  R E S O U R C E S  

From the New York City Chapter Newsletter 
 
<http://www.sibeliusmusic.com> A composers showcase of new music. All genres 
represented, but you can search for classical and worship categories. Some free, but 
most are for purchase. 
 
<http://www2.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Main_Page>  An exhaustive list of choral mu-
sic in the public domain in pdf format. Free. Like Wikipedia, material is submitted by 
users and occasional errors in notation appear, but this material is a lifesaver if you're 
stretching your budget these days. 
 
<http://mysite.verizon.net/gregg.patruno/concerts.html> Our colleague Gregg 
Patruno has put together a cross reference listing of links to everything pertaining to 
organ and choral programs within a hundred miles of New York. A very interesting one 
stop site for your field trip needs, including lots of public transportation information. 
 
<http://www.imslp.org> The Petrucci Music Library of keyboard music in the public 
domain in pdf format. Free. 
 
<http://theatreorgans.com>  Interesting materials and links from our "kissing cousins" 
in the theatre organ world. Lots of stuff you won't find in your typical browsing, unless 
you're already a theatre organ aficionado. 
 
<http://www.wikipedia.org>  The on line encyclopedia, in several languages, including 
up to the minute entries. Perfect for when you need that date or fact for your program 
notes or orders of service with a click of the mouse. 
 
<http://www.io.com/~kellywp>  The Episcopal Church lectionary, which is common 
with several denominations. 
 
<http://www.blockmrecords.org > Quoting their website: Block M Records is a  Univer-
sity of Michigan organization that promotes the vitality, diversity, and artistic excel-
lence of the University of Michigan through recording, production, and dissemination 
of musical compositions and performances by our faculty, staff, and students.  
The complete organ works of J. S. Bach, recorded by James Kibbie on original baroque 
organs in Germany, are now available as free downloads in MP3 and high audio-quality 
formats. Kibbie recorded the series on seven historic organs by Silbermann, Schnitger, 
Trost, Bielfeldt, and Hildebrandt.  


