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 THE  PIPELINE  

 My summer reading list from 
2009 included a unique volume that one 
of my co-workers had given me several 
years ago, but I didn’t get around reading 
until last year. It was Swell to Great: A 
Backward Look From My Organ Loft, the 
memoirs of Roberta Bitgood, the first 
woman elected president of the American 
Guild of Organists. I admit that my college 
colleagues and I often referred to her as 
Roberta Notabitgood (how dreadfully un-
original) and that probably influenced my 
nonchalance toward the book. But upon 
reading it, I was caught up in her fascinat-
ing life as a church musician, teacher, 
mother and wife.  
 
 She devotes one chapter of the 
book to the students she had during her 
career, and the proceeds from the book 
(which is now out of print) went to the 
Guild in support of its programs for young 
organists. She was devoted to planting 
seeds which would grow into future organ-
ists, and her activity as such helped influ-
ence me to find ways to support future 
musicians in our chapter. I asked Crista 
Miller to organize a student recital  by 
high school, college and university stu-
dents in our community, and she took the 
idea and ran with it.                                              

Earlier this month we gathered at First 
United Methodist Church downtown and 
caught a glimpse of the future. I want to 
thank Crista, Elaine Walters, Organist of 
First United Methodist downtown, and the 
congregation and staff of First Church in 
making all that possible.  
  
 I especially want to thank and 
applaud the students and their teachers 
who performed on the program:  

Katherine Burchfield,  
student of Dr. David Heller,  

Trinity University;  
Becky Bryant and Su-Jin Cho,  
students of Dr. Rhonda Furr,  
Houston Baptist University;  

Phillip Todd King and Sean Vaughn,  
students of Dr. Elaine Walters;  
Alex Gilson and Autumn Coe,  
students of Dr. Crista Miller;  

 Jose Reyes Ortiz and Daryl Robinson,  
students of Dr. Robert Bates,  

University of Houston. 

O R G A N  CR AW L RE S C H E D U L E D 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have had to postpone the February Organ Crawl to 
Southwest Houston until April 24.   Mark that date on your calendar and look for more infor-
mation in the April Newsletter. Hopefully the new date will allow more people to take part 
than had signed up in February. 

A T T E N D I N G  T H E  N A T I O N A L  CO N V E N T I O N ? 

Are you attending the national convention? We would like to publish a list of those who are 
attending from the Houston Chapter in the April Newsletter. If you are willing to publish your 
name as an attendee, either e-mail the editor at <mariesse.samuels@gmail.com>  
or call Jackson Hearn @ 281.358.3154, x 114. 
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A P R I L PR O G R A M 

J O Y C E  J O N E S  T O  B E  H O N O R E D  A T  R E C I T A L   
A N D  G A L A  B E N E F I T  R E C E P T I O N  I N  F O R T  W O R T H 

A M E R I C A N  G U I L D  O F  O R G A N I S T S  A W A R D E D  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  I N  G R A N T S  
F R O M  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E N D O W M E N T  F O R  T H E  A R T S 

NEW YORK CITY — The American Guild of Organists (AGO) has been awarded two grants over the 2009 and 2010 
calendar years by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). The grants, totaling $35,000, will support the AGO 
National Convention in Washington, D.C., and carry a mandate that they be matched dollar for dollar from other 
funding sources. The 2010 calendar year marks the fifth consecutive year the AGO has received funding through 
the NEA's "Access to Artistic Excellence" program.  The  grant supports the entire convention performance program. 

We are delighted to announce that Diane Meredith Belcher will be presented in concert on Friday Evening,  
April 16, at 7:30 p. m. at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 4900 Jackwood at Endicott in Meyerland. 

There will be NO dinner meeting beforehand. 
 
Organist Diane Meredith Belcher brings to the music world performances of rare artistry; her stirringly expressive, 

dazzlingly clear, and astoundingly virtuosic playing has thrilled audiences throughout the 
United States, in Europe and Canada since her solo debut at age fifteen. Among her many re-
cital credits are Grace Cathedral, San Francisco; the opening concert of The Wanamaker  
Organ's 100th anniversary, Philadelphia; Saint Thomas Church, New York; The Oregon Bach 
Festival; Woolsey Hall, Yale University; The Cleveland Museum of Art; West Point Cadet Chapel; 
Spivey Hall, Morrow, Georgia; Girard College, Philadelphia; The Wildwood Festival, Little Rock; 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago;  Cathedral of the Madeleine, Salt Lake City; First Congre-
gational Church, Los Angeles; The Auditorium, Independence, Missouri; Ned Rorem's 80th 
birthday celebration, Philadelphia;  Portland City Hall,  Maine;  and the Crystal Cathedral,  Los 

Angeles. In 2006 she performed solo recitals at all three of the major new American concert halls with pipe organs: 
Disney Hall, Los Angeles; Verizon Hall, Philadelphia; and Benaroya Hall,  Seattle, as well as the 50th anniversary 
convention of the Organ Historical Society, and the national convention of the Royal Canadian College of Organists. 
 
Among her several recordings is the premiere CD of the stunning Glatter-Gotz/Rosales organ in Claremont, Califor-
nia, which won The Absolute Sound's Golden Ear Award. Her performances and interviews appear often on radio 
and television interviews and shows, such as American Public Radio Media's PIPEDREAMS, and she is often  
featured in newspapers and music magazines, such as a recent article in the English journal "Choir and Organ.". 

The American Guild of Organists will sponsor a Recital and Gala Benefit Reception honoring organist JOYCE 
JONES on Friday, April 9, 2010, in Fort Worth, Tex. The recital will begin at 7 p.m. at Broadway Baptist Church 
and will feature Joyce Jones performing a solo recital on the church's RILDIA BEE O'BRYAN CLIBURN ORGAN, 
the magnum opus Casavant Frères. The recital is free and open to the public. The gala benefit reception (tickets 
required) will follow at 9 p.m. at the Worthington Renaissance Hotel.  All proceeds will go to the AGO Endow-
ment Fund in Joyce Jones's honor.  Gala Reception Tickets are $100 ($75 tax deductible) and may be pur-
chased online at <www.agohq.org> or by calling 212-870-2311, ext. 4308. 

PI P E  O R G A N  EN C O U N T E R -  A D VA N C E D  
Hosted by the New York Ci ty Chapter th is  summer from July 18 to 23 

The nature of a POEA is to provide an intensive course for organ students aged 13 to 18 who would benefit from 
an advanced level of study.  Registration is limited to 20 participants.  In addition to daily lessons and practice  
sessions, participants will be able to take in the sights and sounds of over a dozen renowned pipe organs in  
Manhattan!  Highlights include: recitals by Christopher Creaghan at The Riverside Church, Frederick Teardo at 
Saint Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, and John Walthausen (1st Prizewinner, AGO/Quimby Region II Competition for 
Young Organists); a Hymn Festival led by Robert Ridgell; 8 comprehensive workshops; and an esteemed teaching 
faculty from the New York City chapter. Plus, participants will be able to do some sightseeing, including visits to 
Central Park, The Metropolitan Museum of Art & the Empire State Building. Air-conditioned accommodation will be 
provided at the Saint Thomas Choir School.  The deadline for registration is March 15, 2010.   
Contact Andrew Henderson <aeh@mapc.com> or Paul Murray  <poea2010@nycago.org>. 
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Sunday 
March 14 
6:00 pm 

Bach Society—Organ Vespers—Wolfgang Zerer (Hamburg)  
Christ the King Lutheran Church  
2353 Rice Blvd.,  Houston, TX  77005  
Information:  713.512.2864 

Sunday 
March 14 
March 21 
March 28 
6:00 pm 

Six Sundays at 6 pm: The Complete Psalm Preludes of Herbert Howells 
Joseph Causby, Organ 
(Every Sunday in Lent, & Palm Sunday) 
Trinity Episcopal Church - 1015 Holman at Main - Houston, TX 77004 
Information: 713.528.4100 x 21 

Thursday 
March 18 
12:15 pm 

Lenten Recital Series  
Nicholas Bergin, Organ 
Free lunchtime recitals open to the public 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church - 5501 Main Street - Houston, TX 77004 
<www.stpaulshouston.org> 

Sunday 
March 21 
3:25 pm and 
7:00 pm 

Celebrate Bach!   
Organ Recital in honor of the 325th birthday of Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Edythe Bates Old Recital Hall & Grand Organ.  Alice Pratt Brown Hall 
Rice University - 6100 Main St. Houston, TX 

Thursday 
March 25 
12:15 pm 

Lenten Recital Series 
Robert Brownlee, Piano - Elizabeth Brownlee, Harp 
Free lunchtime recitals open to the public 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church - 5501 Main Street - Houston, TX 77004 
<www.stpaulshouston.org> 

Sunday 
March 28 
5:00 pm 

Evensong and Concert 
Franz Liszt’s “Via Crucis”  
Christ Church Cathedral -  1117 Texas Ave., Houston, TX 77002  
Information: 713.590.3310  <http://www.christchurchcathedral.org> 

Sunday 
March 28- 6:00pm 
Tuesday 
March 30-7:30 pm 
Friday 
April 2 -3:00 pm 

Bach Society — St. John Passion, BWV 245. 
Bach Choir & Orchestra  
Soloists - Melissa Givens, Gerrod Pagenkopf, Randolph Lacy, Paul Busselberg  
Christ the King Lutheran Church 
2353 Rice Blvd.,  Houston, TX  77005-2696  
Information:  713.512.2864 

Sunday 
March 28 
5:00 pm 

Houston Children’s Chorus  Annual “Concert of Wedding Music” 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church - 1311 Holman -  Houston, TX 77004 
Stephen Roddy, Conductor;  Robert Brewer, Organ 
Free admission. <www.houstonchildren.org> 

Saturday 
April 7 
7:00 pm 
  

Inaugural Recital on Paul Fritts Op. 29 
Matthew Dirst, Organ 
St Philip Presbyterian Church - 4807 San Felipe (at 610 West Loop) 
Houston, TX 77056 
<http://www.frittsorgan.com/opus029.htm>  <www.saintphilip.net> 

Sunday 
April 18 
3:00 pm 

LYRA, Russian Vocal Ensemble from St. Petersburg 
Christ Church Cathedral - Latham Auditorium 
1117 Texas Avenue - Houston, TX 
Information: 713.977.1957  No admission charge– suggested donation  $15.00 

  



L U T H E R A N  SU M M E R MU S I C 2 0 1 0 :  A  U N I Q U E  
O P P O R T U N I T Y F O R  Y O U N G  O R G A N I S T S 

OFFICERS 
 

Jackson Hearn, Dean 
281.358.3154  
jacksonhearn@ 
goodshepherdkingwood.org 
 
David Henning, Sub-Dean 
713.985.3820  
dhennng@stmartinsepiscopal.org 
 
Sondra Tucker, Secretary 
281.531.4245  
sondratucker@gmail.com 
 
Don Frank Hermanson, Treasurer 
713.621.8304  
hermansond@sbcglobal.net 
 
Robert C. Bennett, Auditor 
713.668.0884  
rcbenneto@att.net 
 
Sue Ofield, Auditor 
713.723.8939  
piosso@att.net 
 
Members-at-Large 
2010 
John Gearhart 
Jeff Hoover 
Crista Miller 
 
2011 
Ken Axelson 
Emily Borling 
Paul Butt 
 
2012 
Lois Gurney 
John Meier 
Daryel Nance 
 

 
Pipeline Editor 
Mariesse Samuels 
713.869.6198  
mariesse.samuels@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster 
Sondra Tucker 
281.610.4422  
713.667.7583 (fax)
sondratucker@gmail.com 
 

Open Positions 
Marshall Maxwell 
marshall@marshallmaxwell.com 
832.746.7672  
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CO M M U N I C A T I O N S  
The Houston Chapter is on FACEBOOK.  

To subscribe to weekly e-mail, “This Week in Organ and Choral Music”, send an e-mail to  
HoustonAGO@aol.com.  This is also the address to use to publicize upcoming events in 

the Houston organ and choral scene.  Deadline is Tuesday before the Wednesday mailing.   
Our website, <www.ago-houston.org> is constantly being updated.   

Please check the site for updates, links, and other news, and  
send submissions to Sondra Tucker at <sondratucker@gmail.com>.   

(Minneapolis, MN) …. The 29th annual Lutheran Summer Music Academy & Festival (LSM)  
will offer a comprehensive, four-week program for young organists of all faiths  
grades 8-12.  Nationally-recognized organists will serve on this summer’s faculty, providing 
exceptional opportunities for mentorship, student learning and performance exposure. LSM’s 
mission is to transform lives and connect people through faith and music.  
The 2010 Academy will take place June 20 to July 18 on the campus of Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa.  Students engage in individual instrument lessons; chamber ensembles;  
musicianship classes; symphony orchestra, choir and/or band; electives; and a culminating 
Festival of performances. Applications are being accepted for the 2010 Academy  
and generous financial aid is still available (both merit- and need-based).  
For more information, visit  <www.lutheransummermusic.org>  or contact the national offices 
in Minneapolis at 888.635.6583 or by email at <lsm@lutheransummermusic.org>. 

I N S T R U M E N T S  

Piano for sale.  Young Chang 5’2” Grand Piano with Artist’s Bench.   
Serial No. Go46731 (1989).  Model G0157.  Polished ebony finish, traditional style.   

Young Chang Co., Ltd., 56401.  Gazaw-Dong, Seo-Ku, Inchon, South Korea. Est. 2956.   
Must sell at a very reasonable price.  Contact Micki W. Simms (713) 528-1145 or   

e-mail: <mickisimms@sbcglobal.net>.   


