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FROM THE DEAN :
Our raison d'étre of December. I’'m a church musician,

and Advent and Christmas are my
raison d'étre.”

The physician’s assistant
looked at me like | was wearing a cat
on my head. Perhaps not many peo-
ple use French in Dr. Urso’s office.
But it's true, isn't it? Our churches
couldn’t really celebrate without the
music we provide. Nothing has the
power to express our feelings, out
hope, our joy as music. Nothing stirs
the emotions as quickly and as
deeply as music.

We are now deeply im-
mersed in the Advent/Christmas
season. It is my prayer that each of
you can keep calm and collected
while providing moments of magic

. I'was recently faced with a for our congregations, choirs, and
situation which necessitated surgery on holiday audiences. Through the
my eye. | wanted to have the surgery maze of holiday performances, wor-
before the 31st of December for insur- ship services, and the occasional
ance purposes. My doctor's office party with the carol sing, may you
wanted to schedule it in the middle of keep your sense of humor and your
December. “No,” | said. “It has to be as own joy in the music and the mes-
early in December as possible. | cannot sage that it brings.

take four or five days off in the middle
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TWELFTH NIGHT PARTY

Twelfth Night Party will be held at the home of
Melvin and Sarah Ballard

Sunday, January 3, 2010
6:00pm - 9:00pm
1923 Hamlin Valley Drive, Houston 77090

We will gather at 6pm, with a potluck dinner
commencing at 7pm. Lots of fun - hope to see you there!
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“I heard the bells on
Christmas Day
Their old familiar
carols play,

And wild and sweet
the words repeat
Of peace on earth,
good will to men.”

Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (1807
1882)

LONG RANGE PLANNING SURVEY
FOR AGO MEMBERS

On Thursday morning, No-
vember 19, the Task Force
on Long-Range Planning
distributed a survey by blast
email to all members of the
American Guild of Organists.
All members of the AGO with
e-mail addresses on file at
National Headquarters have
received an invitation to
complete the online survey.
Within 24 hours of its re-
lease, more than 1,500
members had
completed that form.

The Task Force has been
working for many months
to develop and refine this
survey. Results from this
survey will be used to cre-
ate plans for the important
work of the AGO in the sec-
ond decade of the 21st
century. To optimize the
value of this process, it is
vitally important that all
AGO members complete
and submit this survey in a
timely manner.

Survey results will be
communicated to the en-
tire Guild membership
during the early months of
2010. The Task Force
hopes every member,
every chapter, and every
region of the AGO to be
fully represented in this
process. The deadline for
all submissions is Decem-
ber 31. The survey is
available online at
http://bit.ly/5nbtgD.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

Johannes Opus 20 organ with 68 voices and supplemental Infiniti speakers for sale.

Asking $11,500. Please call 979-553-3306 for more information. Steven Fenberg

UPCOMING EVENTS

Now is the time to register for the
National Convention in Washington, which
starts July 4. This month’s issue of TAO has
the schedule and lots of information about
venues, artists, workshops and more. If you
have attended a convention, you know how
much fun they are. If you haven’t attended
one, this would be a great first convention
for you!

The next Carlene Neihart International Pipe
Organ Competition will be held on April 10,
2010 in Kansas City, Missouri

at the Second Presbyterian Church.
The 1949 Moller Pipe Organ has been
rebuilt and restored in 2009 and in-
cludes a new movable console.
Contestants from all over the United
States and other countries are expected
to enter. Quimby Pipe Organs, Inc. spon-
sors the 1st prize award of $2500.
The second prize of $1500 is sponsored
by Casavant Freres and Caroll Hanson.
The third prize is $1000.
Rules and entry forms can be found at
www.organcompetitions.com.

OKC AGO and OCU Jr. and Sr. High School Organ Competition - January 30, 2010
Bishop W. Angie Smith Chapel, Oklahoma City University

Wanda L. Bass First Prize = $1500
OKC AGO Second Prize = $750

Third Prize = $500

Dr. Antone Godding Hymn Prize = $300

For more information, contact Dr. Elizabeth A. Harrison,

eaharrison@okcu.edu or 405-208-5013
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Wednesday, December 16
12.15 pm —1.00 pm

Wednesday, December 16
7 pm.

Sunday, December 20
8:45 & 11:.05 am

Wednesday, December 23
12.15 pm —1.00 pm

Thursday, December 24
6.00 pm and 11.00 pm

Prelude begins 30 minutes prior
to each service

Friday, December 25
10.30 am

Sunday, December 27
10.30am

Sunday, January 3

6:00 pm

Sunday, January 10
4:15 pm and 5:00 pm

Sunday, January 17
6:00 pm

Sunday, January 31
4:00 pm

Advent Concert Series

Ann Fairbanks, baroque flute and Joseph Causby, lautenwerk
Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman at Main Street

Houston, TX 77004. 713.528.4100 x 21

The Three Sopranos — A Christmas Concert

Sopranos Nancy Curtis, Ana Trevifio-Godrey and Leigh Shipman
The Church of St. John the Divine, 2450 River Oaks Boulevard
Houston, TX 77019. 713.354.2241 www.sjd.org Free admission.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols. St. John the Divine Chorale
The Church of St. John the Divine, 2450 River Oaks Boulevard
Houston, TX 77019. 713.354.2241 www.sjd.org

Advent Concert Series

Benjamin Britten Ceremony of Caroland Mass in D Major
Trebles from Epiphany Choir, Church of the Epiphany
Robert Brewer, Organist and Choirmaster, Paula Page, harp
Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman at Main Street
Houston, TX 77004. 713.528.4100 x 21

Christmas Eve Services - Trinity Choir

Joseph Causby, Organist and Choirmaster, Joan Eidman, harp
Robert Atherholt, oboe, Melissa Suhr, flute

Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman at Main Street
Houston, TX 77004. 713.528.4100 x 21

Christmas Day Service - Trinity Choir

Joseph Causby, Organist and Choirmaster

Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman at Main Street
Houston, TX 77004. 713.528.4100 x 21

Christmas Lessons and Carols for Congregation
Joseph Causby, Organist and Choirmaster

Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman at Main Street
Houston, TX 77004. 713.528.4100 x 21

Hans Davidsson, organist - The Bach Society
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Boulevard
Houston, TX 77005. (713) 523-2864 ww.BachSocietyHouston.org

Epiphany Evensong and Organ Concert

4:15 pm - Christopher Hathaway Organ Concert
5:00 pm - Evensong

Christ Church Cathedral. 1117 Texas Ave.
Houston 77002

Mercury Baroque - The Bach Society
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Boulevard
Houston, TX 77005. (713) 523-2864 www.BachSocietyHouston.org

Houston Chamber Choir — “Hear the Future”

11th Annual Invitational School Choral Festival

The Houston Chamber Choir directed by Robert Simpson

The Parker Elementary Advanced Chorus directed by Marianna Parnas Simpson
The St. John’s School Les Chanteuses directed by Stephen Bedford

The Cinco Ranch High School Chorale directed by Dorothy Wilson.

South Main Baptist Church, 4100 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77002
www.houstonchamberchoir.org tickets: 713-974-1253




OFFICERS

Jackson Hearn, Dean
281.358.3154
jacksonhearn@
goodshepherdkingwood.org

David Henning, Sub-Dean
713.985.3820
dhennng@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Sondra Tucker, Secretary
281.531.4245
sondratucker@gmail.com

Don Frank Hermanson, Treasurer
713.621.8304
hermansond@sbcglobal.net

Robert C. Bennett, Auditor
713.668.0884
rcbenneto@att.net

Sue Ofield, Auditor
713.723.8939
piosso@att.net

Members-at-Large
2010

John Gearhart
Jeff Hoover

Crista Miller

2011

Ken Axelson
Emily Borling
Paul Butt

2012

Lois Gurney
John Meier
Daryel Nance

Pipeline Editor

Mariesse Samuels
713.869.6198
mariesse.samuels@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sondra Tucker
281.610.4422
713.667.7583 (fax)
sondratucker@gmail.com

Open Positions

Marshall Maxwell
marshall@marshallmaxwell.com
832.746.7672
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COMMUNICATIONS

The Houston Chapter is now on FACEBOOK

To subscribe to weekly email, “This Week in Organ and Choral Music”,
send an e-mail to HoustonAGO@aol.com.
This is also the address to use to publicize upcoming events
in the Houston organ and choral scene.
Deadline is Tuesday before the Wednesday mailing.
Our website, www.ago-houston.org, is constantly being updated.
Please check the site for updates, links, and other news, and send submissions to
Sondra Tucker at sondratucker@gmail.com.

YEARBOOK UPDATES

* Refer to 2008-2009 Yearbook for more information
Kathryn White, Yearbook Registrar— kwhite@mdpc.org

Connors, Jim - Email: connorsjim@hotmail.com
*Doucet, Donald — 11907 W. Morgan Dr., Houston, TX 77065
Hazelip, Richard - Please add D.M.A. after other degrees
*Mailloux, Fr. Thomas B - 3102 Kipling, Houston, TX 77006

Miller, Christa - Associate Director of Music and Cathedral Organist
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
1701 San Jacinto Street, Houston, TX 77002-8215

(713)-659-1561 Email: cmiller@sacredhearthouston.org

*Pessara, C. Anthony — 14703 Sugar Plum Lane, Houston, TX 77062 Email: keyarts@att.net

In Memoriam: Marilois Kiermann - 90, an organist and a pianist of Houston, TX, died at St. Luke's
Hospital on Tuesday, October 27, 2009. She is survived by a son Sean Kierman of Cape Town,
South Africa and a daughter Jeanne Kierman Fischer of Houston plus 7 grandchildren and 3
great grandchildren. A memorial service was held Tuesday, November 24 at 6:00 p.m. at Grace
United Methodist Church, 1245 Heights Blvd., Houston, TX 77008. Contributions in her mem-
ory may be made to The Shepherd Society, Rice University MS-532, P.O. Box 1892, Houston,
TX 77251.
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